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PROGRESS REPORJanuary to June 2015

Celebratingthe opening ofthe new building

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW BUILDING
The doublestorey extension to our building wapened on 7 February 201® two sessionsan
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Guests of honour werauthor Zoé Wicomband her husban@®oger PalmerZoémade the initial
donation to the Building Appeal wiiigave us the courage to gtte project going. Also present
were JudeBrown and Gary LockKrom the Oxfordbased grougeDSAEducation for Democracy in
South Africajvho have supported Net vir Pret since its inception.

A large crowd gathered, childreparents, young leaders, wedlishers from the village and sear
friends from further afieldincludingDr Michael Ricédirector of the PETS Programme) and his wife
Ruth, alsoDr Chris Beeand his partneRene Weinunwho have taken a special interestanor work
and who themselves donated towards the construction of the building

Messages of congratulation and support came from far and wide iedspeeches and a
welcoming performance by the Jazz Monkefkie,guests were entertained byur Riel Dancerand

the Blikkies Bandlhe day was the culmination of a long proceaken forwardoy manypeople,

both here and in other countriesyho shared our vision of establishing a centre which would serve
our children and youtffor the years to com@and the cetbratory mood was appropriate to the
occasion.



NEW VEHICLE APPEAL

As our activitiegxpand we find that we are increasingly required to transpagrowing number of
children to perform or take part in events outside the villagéarrydale Our only meas of doing
this at present is tpackthem intothe small Ford Bantam truake acquired in 201€hrough the
generosity of the Jeplott Charitable Trust.

Thel NXzO pakkighdblserved us well over the years and is still in good running order dart it
no longer carry the number of children who would love to attend the exciting events we have for
them in the village.

In the light of this, we are launching an appeal for funds to acquireseafer minibus. Such a
vehicle would solve the problems steribed abovenablingus to extend our outreach to children on
the farms by making it possible to bring them in to take part in the programmes at our centre.

We have discussed the matter with EDSA and are delighted to report that they have made the first
donation of R15,000 in response to the appeal. The cost of a good sheoddvehicle is in the
region of R250,000.

THE AFTERCARE PROGRAMME

Ourcore AfterCardrogramme under the leadership &fonna
Koutercontinues to run on weekday afternoons from 14h00 to
17h00 throughout the year. The programme is supported by a
subsidy from the Department of Social Development calculated o
per capita grant for 30 children. In reality as many as 50 children
attend ard we are presently negotiating with the Department to
increase the
subsidy.

Staff
members are
continuing with their professional training in

a parttime capacity at Boland College,
travelling to Caledon on Wednesdays. They
completed Level # \ 2l
4 in Early
Chilchood
Development last
year and are now

finishingLevel 5.

There is no doubt that the training eving asignificantimpacton our
work andavisit to an AfterCare session finds children happily engage
well-planned developmental activities.



THE RIELDANCE FESTIVAL

Recent years have seen a massive revival of the Riel Dance which has its roots in the ancient fireside
rituals of the San and the Kihpgeople Net vir Pret has not been leftehindand has beetraining

riel groups for some years

An annwal competition in four stages isow mounted annualy by the ATK\(Afrikaanse Taal en
Kultuur Vereeniging @ . I NNBERIF S g1 a OK2aSy | & ookhpetiarh G S T2 NJ
and Net vir Pret was invited to host the event.

Three hundred andeventeen performers from 27 groups arrivexd 20 Jundrom distant towns all
over the Western and Northern Cape and several hundred spectators gathWeederetasked
with setting up the performance area, distributing posters and fliers, managing tlecagat feeding
the hungry.

Apart from this, we entered 5 groups, 2 from Net vir Pret itself (a junioraes®hior group), and 3
from neighbouring farms where we run an outreach programme, 2 fvd@iplaasand 1 from
LemoenshoekAll groups were trained kyet vir Pret DirectoPeter Takeldwho with his guitar
provided musical beking to their performance) anstaff memberHerman Witbooi

We arepleasedto report that we were awarded two trophiasthe junior group got one for the best
improved performanceince the last event and the senior group came third in their age group. They
will now go to thesemifinals in Vredendal in August.

We greatly appreciated the support of the Mayor wtantributedtowards the expense of the
costumes.

The senior Net vir Pret group entertains the crowds.

The Blikkies Band and the Riel Danodtsn perform for guests at the Karoo Art Hotel and
entertained pensioners at 3 Old Age homes in Robertson and Mowhagog May .



THE MUSIC PROGRAMME

An immediate benefit of the new building was to
provide space for thd&lusic Pogrammewhich had [
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Underthe direction ofGari Crawfordwho comes in
on 4 afternoons a wede the programmegrows from
strength to strength. Imddition to the original
group- the JazaVionkeys there are now three '
otherf,- a second teenage group, a group of youngsters, i ihe Music Programme
FYR I 3ANI &aQ 3INR dzLJP

This developmentas beemmade possible bthe acquisition of new instruments, and especially
junior lead and bass guitatisroughavery kind and generougonationfrom Gordon Browning
whom we met whenbiking across the provingdespent the night at the hotel where the Jazz
Monkeys happened tbe playing.
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. Early in the year we were visited by
#® AdriaanBrandwho was scoutingound for
performers to entertain the crowds at the
el celebratedannualSolms DelteDesfees
# E (HarvestFestiva). He listened tahe Jazz

: Monkeysandthe BlikkiesBand andwatched
the Riel Ancers andhen suggested that
I¥ we try to work on a fusion of all three.
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In performance at the Solm Delta Oesfees

This we did and in April we set off for Franschhoefrasent ourshow. The Oesfees &n outdoor
event and theravere 3 or 4 thousand people present. The group which preceded isan@gh
powered andvery professional rock group which had the audieanégheir feetcheering It looked
- like an impossible act to follow. But we gave
) our best and the audienosere no less

. enthusiastidn their response to us
. In April the Jazz Monkegsined further
#*]  recognition when theyvere approached by
: SATV producersto appearin adocumentary
¥ they weremakingon Barrydale for the Pasella
' Programme.

The Jazz Monkeys play for TV 2

The group performgegularly at the Barrydale Art Hotel aigbften invited to play at weddings and
parties.



THE ART GROUP

w2 Iy t AtSioGpsRal in its second year. ;
aSStAy3a SS1fte i hael ya,
already had twaexhibitions of workThis yeartie |
class has been working on mosaics andlso
decorating plant potsvhich will be on sale dhe
Barrydale Blooms Festivah October when local
gardeners will open their gardens to the public.
John Sacks is the sourceomigoing donations of
pots for this project which & greatly appreciate

NEW PROGRAMMES

A problem over the years has been the tendency for Net vir Pret to lose youngsters ontetieey
reached their teens and move beyond the AfterCare programme. In an effort to counter this we
have been striving to develop new programmes which can keep them in the embrace of the project.
TheMusic and Art Programnsalescribed above are thearlyresultof these endeavours.

2015 has seen the introductiasf a further twq the Pottery Clasand theBike Club.

THE POTTERY CLASS

The Pottery Class openedNarchunder the direction of Barrydale pottedean Bittkau The class
' has its own studio in the netwilding, complete with kiln.

Jean is presently teaching twice a week and her studentsalezady
producing work opromising quality

- They have been making hand
% built pots, bowlsand mugs and
' made pottery chimes to take
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work will be on display at the :
Net vir Pret Market Day in
«__s December.

THE BIKE CLUB

Readers of these pages will remember that last year we :
received the magnificent donation of 50 bicycfesm the UK through the kindness Kévinand

Noélle Ablitt who cycled from George to Cape Town to raise sponsorships to pay for the shipping.



We have now formed Bike Clubunder the supervision of staff membAngelo Endleyand intern
Hermanus BraafThe Club is 18 strong at prese(imicluding 6 glrlsamd meets three times a week.
Angelo and Hermanus are training the members on =
bike maintenance.

Hermanus and two members recently decided to s

they could cycle along thgarrydale Trailvhich leads %
to a World Heritage Wilderness Site and a waterfall.
They did the trip in 3 hours (it takes 5 on foot), had to
push their bikes half the way, and only had three
punctures on the journey.

The bikehave beera 1 2 NBR Ay 5SNB1 Q& 3II NI 3S
interim measure but a secure shed at Net vir Pret is under construction and will be aveaiithite
weeks

The Bike Club plans to enter for tRenosterbos Marathorwhich takes place later in the year

IN THE PIPELINE

Fabric Design
Anew activily for teenagers will soon be
underway.

Michelle Berryhas come in to run

Design and Printing.

In as little as five sessions, the grdap
already producing itemsf promising
quality.

Under the leadership dElarisa Jonas
who joined the staff in Marctthe group
will open a Fabric Workshop for
teenagers in August.

Michelle and the Fabri&Group show off theircushion covers

Early Childhood Development Workshop

Also planned to open in the following weeks is a weekly worksbiopoung mothers and their
offspringwhich will focus on developmental and age appropriate activities they can run with their
children. The workshop will be run by Donna with assistance from Clarisa.

MUSEUM PROJECT

Amanda Shacklefrom the Swellendam Taism Office made contact early in the year. She had seen
frad &SI NRa CANA (G ntedME S toladsidiin BdpgradgoRhe KhoSang |
Room at the Swellendam Museum.
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A visit to the Museum confirmed that while the information in theok3an Room was accurate and
interesting, it needed better presentatioMeetings were held witdoha Kriek, Curator of the
Museum, andAlison Coughlinalso from the Tourism Officeyiglelines were drawn up for what an
effective Interpretation Centre shadilook likei KS Ly G4SNy a @AAAGSR (GKS
information, Barrydale artistdoan PeeteraindNigel Hewittoffered support and Nigel produced a
series of sketches.

The matter has been in abeyance for a while but we hope it will bead\agon.

THE INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME

Funding from theDG Murray Trushasmade it possible to take on 5 Interns in the current year.
They areViolet Higa, Hermanus Braaf, Conroy Europa, Conray Festd8lerencia Britz all local
youngsters in their earliwenties.

The Interns have been tasked with the followungdertakings

1. Toresearch local KhoiSan heritage in responskd@ppeal from theSwellendam Museum
for assistancevith upgrading their KhoiSan exhibit.
2. To research the period of Slavery at thap€ in
preparation for raising local public awareness of the
issue ad the devising of themes andtagties for
the July, October and December Holiday Schools.
3. To conducinterviews on topics of local concern
with a view to producing a community newskeet
on the issues. The issues chosen were: Teenage
Pregnancy; Schooling Now and 30 Years Ago;
Traditional Karoo Remedies; Identifyhe news
sheet is presently on view at the Barrydale Library
from where it will travel to schools and churches.

4. To research the droput rate at local schools Internswith librarian Rina de Villiers and their
(including the &rm schools), to produce a news ~ "€Ws sheet
sheet on the issue and to devise a presentation which can tour schools in the Overberg
whichcounsels learers on the importance of completing their schooling.

Interns runnng the Vleiplaas Holiday School
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